The Valley of Kashmir witnesses a huge rush of tourists especially during peak seasons and every corner of Srinagar city is filled with high movement of tourists. The movement of tourists has largely been restricted to Golden Triangle of Kashmir i.e. Srinagar, Phalgam and Gulmarg. The Government has started earmarking other virgin destinations of Kashmir and established authorities for the development of the same, but on the ground level the scene is quite different. It is imperative to assess the carrying capacity of tourist attractions especially new and emerging destinations, in order to minimize the negative impacts of tourism. Keeping in view these considerations, the present work is an attempt to highlight the tourism potential of unexplored areas in Ganderbal District, which have immense potential for ecotourism development. The
Introduction
Tourism plays an important role in the economy of developing countries like India. It is recognized as the third important industry sector in the national economy. The impacts of mass tourism have resulted in a paradigm shift which has given rise to a new concept of ecotourism. The ecotourism concept is slowly emerging as the fastest growing sector worldwide. Ecotourism has become a promising tool for the sustainable development and investment opportunities in the developing countries. It confers economic value on the conservation and protection of natural areas, and represents the potential for a sustainable development of tourism in India.
Over the years India has witnessed a steady growth in tourism. The different promotional campaigns like Incredible India have helped in attracting more overseas visitors. Twelfth five year plan also gives due attention to the development of tourism in the country while emphasizing the role of pro poor tourism. In recent years, tourist interest has been changing significantly as there is a huge demand for nature friendly tourism, among other choices. India being a large country, blessed with diverse geographical features, offers a plethora of attractions to tourists.
The concept of ecotourism has been aptly described in the simple and most concise way by the International Ecotourism Society. It defines ecotourism as 'responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and sustains the well-being of local people' (TIES-International society for Ecotourism).
Quebec declaration (2002) identified five distinct criteria to define ecotourism which includes, nature based product, minimal impact management, environmental education, contribution to conservation and contribution to community.
The definition of TIES and criteria devised by the Quebec has been aptly used in the present work to help in creating a model for sustainable ecotourism development in the proposed study area.
Though several attractions fall in the spatial definition of Biosphere reserves, there are several scenic spots which are either not explored or unutilized. If we look into the most visited places in India (in terms of nature friendly tourism) scenic places in Kerala, Uttatrakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka, Jammu and Kashmir and North Eastern states find their presence. Jammu and Kashmir has been attracting a lot of tourists both Indian and International since post independence time. The present study focuses on the ecotourism potentials of Ganderbal District in Jammu and Kashmir.
Tourism Potential of Kashmir Valley-An overview
Kashmir valley is renowned for its scenic beauty; evergreen fields enhance its grandeur as tourist attraction. In addition to the natural beauty, several agricultural products such as fruits, saffron, nuts, herbs, and finest handicrafts like carpets, shawls and embroidery in clothes add to the interests of visitors.
The beauty of Kashmir Valley was appreciated by every ruler, but it was the Mughal Emperor Jahangir who contributed a lot in extending these attractions and converting them into more popular places. Colonialism led European nations to move over large tracks of land to settle with families and govern locally acquired assets. The northern most area of the subcontinent was discovered and inhabited by British nationals in the period between 1825 to 1840 C.E. It was under such circumstances that tourism came first to this part of the country and a convenient way to enter the valley was via Uri Gorge. Once having stepped into this area, missionary zeal led pioneers to undertake treks of discovery into other parts who made observations and reports prompting others to follow their route. When Shakti Samant released his film "Kashmir Ki Kali" in 1956 , which overnight brought the knowledge of the beautiful landscape and territory to the knowledge of the urban population of India, the rush was on.
In the perspective plan of tourism, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has identified Wullar-Manasbal-Sonamarg as an important tourist circuit for ecotourism development. According to the reports of J & K tourism, in 1988, tourist arrivals to the valley was 722000 but in 2002, 1.87 million tourist arrivals were recorded. Tourism has been playing a very important role in the valley, since the majority of its benefits is the young generation. Thajiwas Glaciers later on shortened to ecoturisimo. According to Ceballos Lascurain, ecotourism is a form of travel in which the natural environment is the primary focus. The centrality of the natural environment to ecotourism comprises two main facets: (i) travel to un-spoilt natural environment, (ii) the travel being primarily for experiencing the natural environment (Wearing and Neil) . Ecotourism is widely recognized as a tool for community development due to its significant contribution to economy. There are four fundamental elements associated with ecotourism: travel to relatively undisturbed areas, it is nature based, it leads to conservation and lastly it has an educative role. The eco-tourist generally has an awareness of nature related issues and a desire to learn more about the environment (Galley & Clifton, 2004) . The role of ecotourism in destination development is to attract people who wish to interact with the environment and, in varying degrees, develop their knowledge, awareness, and appreciation of it.
The principles for ecotourism development laid down by International Ecotourism Society include: minimizing impacts, build cultural and environmental awareness, provide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts, direct financial benefits for conservation, financial benefits and empowerment for local people and raise sensitivity to host countries, political, environmental, and social climate (TIES,1990) . According to the statistics of TIES, ecotourism currently comprises about 20% of the world travel market (TIES: ecotourism fact sheet, 2012)
Ecotourism has evolved as a popular response to the emphasis on consumerism and exploitation associated with mass tourism especially in developing countries (Buttler, 2006) . The Indian chapter of the Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) formulated an action plan for National ecotourism policy which has been forwarded by Ministry of Tourism for the state governments for review (Boora, 2005) . The outcome of this effort resulted in formulation of ecotourism policies by many states, e.g., Sikkim Ecotourism Policy envisioned establishing the state as an ultimate and unique ecotourism destination offering memorable and high quality learning experience to the visitors, while contributing towards poverty alleviation and promotion of nature conservation (Govt. of Sikkim).
The guiding principles laid down by the Ministry of Tourism government of India for ecotourism development include: (i) local community involvement leading to overall development of the area (ii) minimize conflicts for resource use and local inhabitants (iii) ecotourism development scale should be compatible with the environment and socio-cultural characteristics of the local community (iv) it should be planned as a part of overall development strategy.
It can be said that ecotourism not only acts as an important tool for the protection of environment, but also improves the socioeconomic status of a destination. Ecotourism has the potential to be a vehicle for the enhancement of an understanding of environmental values, supportive of local communities' economies, and sense of cultural identity, as well as an activity which has arisen due to a fundamental shift in the way nature is viewed by the society.
Need for the study
The present study is an assessment of Ecotourism potential of Ganderbal District in Kashmir. The Valley of Kashmir has abundant resource base for the promotion and development of tourism in general and ecotourism in particular. Keeping this aspect into consideration the present study incorporates Ganderbal as an important ecotourism destination as it has tremendous potential for development of ecotourism. The tourism prospects of Ganderbal can be used as a promotional tool for attracting tourists from across the globe. In the perspective plan of tourism, Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has identified Wullar-ManasbalSonamarg as an important tourist circuit for ecotourism development.
Eco tourism development plan on Ganderbal district remain in abstract form and nothing has come in to effect which is either useful for tourists or benefits the local community. Lack of proper studies on identifying ecotourism destinations and designing ecotourism programmes that match with the local environment can be the main reasons for the under development of tourism in this region. The present study is an effort to explore the tourism potential of the selected destination, profiling visitors and examine the possible measures that can be used for tourism development in this area. There are some studies conducted on Tourism and Economy, Terrorism and Tourism, Heritage and Tourism, but except a few seminar papers nothing is available on ecotourism. On the other hand the present work is also first of its kind on the Potential and Prospects of tourism in Ganderbal District, as nothing could be found related to the same area in any of the previous studies.
Objectives
The main aim of the present work is to study the potential of ecotourism in Ganderbal District. Following are the objectives of the study:
1. To conduct the demographic profiling of visitors.
2. To analyze the purpose of visit based on tourist preference.
3. To examine the perception of visitors on ecotourism potentials of Ganderbal.
4. To identify the resources which have immense potential for ecotourism development.
Scope of the study
The study confines to the ecotourism potentials of Ganderbal District. The study is restricted to analyse the visitor's demographic pattern and their perception on the scope of ecotourism activities in the study area. Resource mapping of the area has been done in order to understand the tourism potentials of the area and a model for the sustainable development of ecotourism in Ganderbal.
Research Methodology
The study follows exploratory research methods. Both primary and secondary data have been used in the study. However, the study depends more on primary data to derive a frame work. Purposive sampling has been used to collect data from the target population (Tourists) and responses from 300 respondents were collected to complete the study.
Sample
The relevant data for the study has been collected mainly from primary sources. However secondary sources are used to gather the relevant information in order to comprehend the ongoing tourism scenario in the study area. Using purposive sampling procedure data was collected from the visitors to Ganderbal.
Sampling instrument
A structured questionnaire was prepared and randomly distributed during May-July 2013. The main tourist attractions and picnic spots were identified in order to distribute the questionnaires and collect data. The sample size in this study contained 300 respondents. The questionnaire was divided in to four parts, which examined the demographic profile of visitors, understand the purpose of visit and attitude of visitors on ecotourism prospects and the resource mapping of the study area
Analysis
Data collected from the respondents were analysed using SPSS 20. Multiple response analysis has been used to analyse the main purpose of visit. Factor analysis has been used to determine the key factors to analyse the attitudes of visitors and to identify main factors.
Data Analysis and Discussion

Profiling
The collection of data was done on the basis of Questionnaire distribution, interviews, postal surveys and other methods. As per the findings of the data, 35% of tourists were foreigners and 65% were Indians with male percentage as 71% and female 29%. Age wise, most of the tourists were in the age group of >30-45 years. Occupation wise most of the tourists were from the service sector and related fields. 
Duration of stay, age wise
In the age group > 15 years and up to 30 years of age, 32% of tourists stayed in Kashmir for 3-7 days, 22% stayed for 18-22 days and 22% for more than that time. But this may be in rare instances especially in the case of foreigners when they visit Ladakh and other such places. In general tourists spent 3-7 days on an average. In the age group > 30 and up to 45 years of age, the majority of tourists 78% spent 3-7 days. This again shows that the average stay of tourists is 3-7 days. Rest of the case may be related to some remote instances as discussed earlier.
As far the duration of stay, , majority of tourists> 45 years of age -58% -spent 3-7 days on an average, 14% each spent 18-22 days, 23-29 days and 30 days & above.
Majority of tourists -70% -wish to revisit the valley in future. This shows the type of motivation gained from the visit to beautiful valley of Kashmir. The following graph shows that as a main tourist destination. To get Ganderbal tourist's knowledge about the attractions in the District, following data was gathered. 95% of tourists are unaware about the famous Manasbal Resort which is an upcoming destination in the district Ganderbal. 60% know about Kheer Bhawani as it is important from the religious point of view while still 40% are unaware about it. Similarly 96% each are not aware about the famous Gangabal and Naranag Lakes which also host the ancient Hindu Temples in the form of heritage structures. Major information sources for tourists are electronic media such as internet, as depicted in the data; 60% of the tourists used it as the information tool. Other sources include 25% as print media and 10% as friends and relatives. The study also found that majority of visitors visit valley along with family members, i.e. 45%. 25% of the respondents travel in groups and a sizable share of visitors are back packers and individual visitors i.e. 20%. (ii) Analysis of opinion of visitors All the measures tested above shows that the set of variables in the study is appropriate for factor analysis (Gupta & Gupta, 2011 ). The rotated component matrix suggests that the first factor is that Jammu and Kashmir possess tremendous tourism potential, ecotourism is an activity from congested places to unspoiled destinations, there is a positive role of government in attracting tourists to Manasbal, involvement of stake holders, in framing destinations, Ganderbal posses tremendous scope of wildlife tourism, serenity of Manasbal lake, meadows and snow attract tourists, Ganderbal should be on ecotourism map, need of developing Ganderbal as ecotourism destination.
The second factor is influenced by ecotourism is an activity from congested places to unspoiled destinations; there is a positive role of government in attracting tourists to Manasbal, involvement of stake holders, possessing a reliable resource helps us to develop ecotourism, involvement of skilled human resources helps us to develop the ecotourism and proper infrastructure in terms of road connectivity at these destinations.
Factor 1 is named as Ecotourism potential of Ganderbal and the second factor is named as essentials of ecotourism development. 
(c) Resource Mapping
The potential resources in Ganderbal for ecotourism development include following activities: 
Srinagar-Sonamarg-Manasbal
Proposed activities: Mini craft market exclusively of local handicrafts at Ganderbal and Kangan, participation in indigenous culture, river trail at Sindh, overnight stay and participation in cultural shows at Manasbal.
As Manasbal has been declared a tourist village and paying guest accommodation is available exclusively for foreigners, it will be an attractive product to involve the tourists in experiencing the local culture through direct participation.
Framework for ecotourism development
The following model indicates a proposed frame work for ecotourism development in the selected study area.
(A=Activities, C.V=Controlling variables, R=Resources)
The above figure represents a framework for ecotourism development in Gandarbal. Tourist activities are taken from the findings of the study. These include pilgrimage and religion, scenic beauty, adventure activities, shopping, handicraft, understanding local culture etc. during their visit to valley. Although there are several attractions which have immense tourist potential, the same has not been explored much due to several factors as discussed in the introduction. The controlling variables are essentials of ecotourism development in order to explore the scope of ecotourism development in Ganderbal. Further, tourism resources of the district are highly dependent on control variables as it can lead to the development of the region through tourism. Better connectivity and exploring options for utilizing the natural resources with appropriate tourism planning in the valley can result in designing a suitable ecotourism plan for the valley. Nature based adventurous tourism activities and indigenous tourism are two major options which can be included while developing ecotourism products. An integration of these components can help in utilizing the ecotourism prospects of the region. 
Conclusion
If ecotourism practices are implemented in a proper way in the study area, it can contribute significantly to the growth and sustainability of tourism in Kashmir. Careful planning and appropriate management can play a significant role in ensuring the sustainable ecotourism ; Lindberg and Mc Kercher (1997) , Ross and Wall (1999) as well as Buchs baum ( 2004) . The strength of ecotourism in the proposed study area differs from other destinations as is found in the literature, such as Campbell (1999) and Weaver (1998) where ecotourism is to a large extent, used as a main economic activity, rather than being based as on an already matured industrial structure. Ecotourism contributes directly to the economy of local people when involved in the execution of policies and programs. To make ecotourism a successful example of sustainable development, local people should be involved at every level, right from planning and development. Ecotourism is a happy marriage between the traditional tourism industry and the modern concept of sustainable eco-friendly development strategy of tourism which reduces its negatives and increases the welfare of mankind. The area under study was found to be possessing tremendous potential for ecotourism as shown on the basis of factor analysis. Ganderbal possess a plethora of natural resources for successful ecotourism development. The descriptive statistics and factor analysis shows that Ganderbal District is bestowed with a nature base and ecotourism which can become a base for enhancing the same and promoting ecotourism by planned utilization of natural resources, horticultural products and involving local community.
The need of the hour is successful marketing strategies, which include a detailed appreciation of the product or products on offer, right identification of markets, use of the most efficient and effective means of communication and knowledge of the media. This shift in interest of visitors can provide a positive signal to tour operators and other service providers to reinvent their existing products or explore new destinations.
